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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Louth  Rural  District  Council. 

I  have  pleasure  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1952  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district, 
which  is  compiled  according  to  prescribed  regulations 

When  considering  the  vital  statistics  for  a  year,  it  is  usual 
to  expect  that  the  local  rates  will  fall  below  the  corresponding 
national  calculations  in  one  or  more  instances  and  it  is  indeed 
seldom  that  one  can  state,  as  was  the  case  this  year,  that  all  the 
local  rates  were  superior  to  the  national.  The  live  birth  rate 
was  higher  than  the  preceding  year  at  17.9  and  2.6  higher,  even 
without  adjustment  for  comparative  purposes,  than  the  national 
rate.  The  crude,  or  actual,  death  rate  was  the  lowest  recorded 
in  the  district  since  1921,  which  is  as  far  back  as  consecutive 
records  are  available  to  me.  The  still- births  and  infant  deaths, 
which  are  usually  our  problem  cases,  also  provided  credit  side 
entries,  but  their  erratic  fluctuations  in  the  past  do  not  inspire 
the  confidence  that  they  will  continue  to  show  the  consistent 
downward  trend  that  characterises  these  rates  at  the  national 
level. 

The  individual  causes  of  death  showed  a  fairly  close  relation¬ 
ship  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  except  for  a  smart  increase 
in  the  numbers  due  to  malignant  disease  and,  in  a  lesser  way,  to 
accidental  causes.  Deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  were 
fewer  than  the  previous  year,  which  may  have  resulted  from  the 
better  weather  conditions.  Three  deaths  were  due  iq  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  compared  with  the  unusually  small  entry  under  this 
heading  in  the  previous  year.  The  usual  heavy  toll  was  taken 
by  heart  and  circulatory  diseases,  but  most  of  these  were  the 
manifestations  of  the  final  breakdown  of  old  age 

The  infectious  disease  table  makes  pleasantly  uninteresting 
reading.  It  contains  only  the  expected  entries  and  these  in 
moderate  numbers,  apart  perhaps  from  the  cases  which  shelter 
under  the  vague  title  “  gastro-enteritis.”  One  suspects  that 
these  cases,  and  far  more  others  that  existed  without  being 
notified— and  consequently  not  investigated — were  dysentries 
caused  by  infected  food.  Until,  however,  the  victims  report 
their  illness  to  their  family  doctors  immediately,  who  in  turn  will 
inform  the  medical  officer  of  health  with  equal  haste,  such  cases 
will  join  the  list  of  unsolved  mysteries. 

In  the  prophylaxis  against  diphtheria  the  response  might  be 
termed  reasonably  satisfactory.  No  thinking  person  can  ignore 
the  results  of  the  national  immunisation  campaign  which,  since 
1944,  has  gradually  reduced  the  annual  diphtheria  deaths  from 
934  to  33  (1951  figures)  and  the  notifications  of  the  disease  during 
the  same  period  from  23,200  to  664  Such  good  news,  however, 
could  be  misinterpreted  if  it  resulted  in  complacency,  which 
would  affect  the  immunisation  response,  because  it  still  holds 
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good  that  the  bigger  the  margin  of  unprotected  children  the 
greater  is  the  risk  of  diphtheria  outbreaks.  Therefore  we  must 
maintain  the  immunity  level  if  we  are  to  win  the  fight  against 
the  disease,  and  from  the  more  personal  angle  it  must  be  stressed 
that  every  unprotected  child  is  in  danger  should  an  outbreak 
occur — and  immunity,  of  course,  takes  some  six  to  eight  weeks 
to  develop  from  the  onset  of  treatment. 

The  roadside  excavations,  which  have  become  such  a  feature 
of  the  rural  scene,  proclaim  the  extension  of  the  water  main 
network  through  the  district.  A  glance  at  a  map  will  show  the 
extent  of  this  progression  which,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  had 
made  the  public  water  supplies  available  to  134  villages  and 
being  availed  of  by  about  2,000  households 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  same  progress,  for  reasons  outside 
the  council’s  control,  cannot  be  chronicled  about  the  laying  of 
sewer  mains.  The  fouling  of  dykes  and  water-ways  will  tend  to 
become  a  bigger  sanitary  problem  with  the  extensions  of  the 
water  systems  and  it  would  seem  that  wider  use  might  now  be 
made  of  the  council’s  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  to  improve  the 
control  of  this  widespread  irregularity. 

No  one  will  fail  to  recognise  the  necessity  for  strict  super¬ 
vision  over  matters  relating  to  food  hygiene  in  view  of  the 
widespread  incidence  of  food  poisoning,  of  which  only  the  large 
and  dramatic  outbreaks  are  given  headlines  in  the  lay  press. 
Recent  legislation  has  helped  to  narrow  the  risks,  especially  by 
the  heat  treatment  of  such  products  as  milk  and  ice  cream,  but 
no  amount  of  legislation  or  supervision  will  have  much  effect 
until  the  food  handler,  whether  manufacturer,  retailer  or  kitchen 
staff,  strictly  observes  the  elementary  ritual  of  handwashing  after 
a  vist  to  the  W.C.  Other  precautions  are  of  course  necessary, 
but  this  is  the  simplest  and  most  important  single  preventive 
measure  to  limit  the  spread  of  such  outbreaks  and  its  observance 
applies  with  relative  force  to  the  ordinary  housewife. 

In  our  district  where  there  are  comparatively  few  food 
manufacturing  or  catering  premises  the  retail  shops  should  come 
in  for  a  respectable  share  of  supervision  which  I  consider  is 
necessary  to  bring  about  desired  improvements. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
gratitude  to  the  sanitary  inspectors  for  their  loyal  help  and  full 
co-operation  during  the  year.  The  basic  information  about 
matters  mentioned  in  the  sanitary  section  of  this  report  was 
supplied  by  Mr.  Shone  whose  knowledge  of  the  work  of  his 
department  and  shrewd  judgment  have  helped  me  on  many 
occasions.  I  avail  also  of  the  privilege  of  recording  my  earnest 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  the  active  interest  and  support  graciously  given 
at  all  times. 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN. 

Louth,  July,  1953.  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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LOUTH  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  for  the  Year  1952 . 

(Public  Health  Officers  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN,  M.B.  B.Ch.  B.A.O.  L.M.  D.P.H 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

S.  SHONE,  A.R.  San. I. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Asst.  Surveyor : 

P.  CHILDS,  A.R.  San. I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

W.  W.  SUMMERS,  A.R.  San.I. 

K.  THORNTON,  A.R.  San.I.  (Resigned  15/4/52). 

D.  St.  JOHN  FROST,  A.R.  San.I.  (Appointed  4/6/52). 

SECTION  A 

Social  Conditions  and  General  Statistics, 

Area  of  Rural  District  in  Acres  ...  ...  153,129 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population  18,930 


Density  of  population  per  acre 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1952 
Rateable  Value  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 
Product  of  Penny  Rate 

-  *  • 

0.12 

5,391 

£33,723 

£246 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(Note — Figures 

in  brackets  show  corresponding  rates  for 
England  and  Wales). 

Births. 

(a)  Live 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

323 

15 

Male 

173 

8 

Female 

150 

7 

338 

181 

157 

(b)  Still 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

1 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  17.86 
Standarised  Birth  Rate  adjusted  by  comparability 

factor  1.15  20.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  0  32 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Live  and  Still  Births  17.4 


(15.3) 

(0.35) 

(22.6) 


9.1 

Nil 


Deaths  Total  Male 

207  109 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  10.93 
Standardised  Death  Rate  adjusted  by  compara¬ 
bility  factor  0.83 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

Total  Male 

Legitimate  8  5 

Illegitimate  —  — 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  month  : 

Total  Male 

7  4 

Causes  of  death  in  children  under  one  year  and  ages  : 

Male 


Female 

98 


(11.3) 


Female 

3 

23.7  (27  6) 

Female 

3 

Female 


Congenital  Malformation 


Prematurity 


S 

{ 


2  weeks  — 

2  days  — 

30  minutes 

6  weeks  — 

50  minutes  3  hours 


Precipitate  birth 
Melsena  Neonatorum 


Born  alive 
8  days 


Ages  at  Death 


Ages  in 
Years 

0/1 

l 

1/5 

6/15 

15/25 

25/35 

35  /4  5 

45/55 

55/65 

65  /75 

75/80 

80  + 

Tota 

Deaths 

8 

3 

2 

5 

6 

6 

11 

22 

46 

35 

63  — 

207 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Tumours 


Ages  in 
Y  rs 

Under  40 

40/45 

45/50 

50 155 

55/60 

60/65 

65  /70 

70/75 

75/80 

80  + 

Total 

Cases 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

7 

3 

4 

11  = 

37 

6 


Malignant  Tumour  Sites 


Cases 

Males 

Females 

Stomach  and  oesophagus 

9 

4 

o 

Other  abdominal  organs 

11 

7 

4 

Lungs 

3 

3 

— 

Breast 

2 

— 

2 

Other  external  sites 

5 

2 

3 

Uterus 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Tumours 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  growths 

i 

including  Sarcoma 

4 

3 

1 

Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis — non  respiratory 

— 

— 

3 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

4 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

3 

3 

5 

Cancer  of  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

— 

6 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— , 

2 

7 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

— 

1 

8 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

15 

10 

9 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

10 

Vascular  lesions  ©f  nervous  system 

12 

20 

11 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

13 

3 

12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

13 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

17 

23 

14 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

4 

15 

Influenza 

— 

- — 

16 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

17 

Bronchitis 

2 

4 

18 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

l 

— 

19 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

20 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

21 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

22 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

- — 

— 

23 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

— 

24 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

16 

22 

25 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

_ — 

26 

All  other  accidents 

7 

1 

27 

Suicide 

1 

— 

Totals  . . . 

109 

93 

7 


SECTION  F 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during 

1952  including  Service  cases. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Case  rates  1,000  of 
population 

Measles 

65 

3.43 

(8.86) 

Whooping  Cough 

53 

2.8 

(2.61) 

Pneumonia 

9 

0  48 

(0.72) 

Scarlet  Fever 

Acute  Poliomelitis — 

6 

0.31 

(1.53) 

Paralytic 

Acute  Poliomelitis — 

2 

0.11 

(0.06) 

non  Paralytic 

— 

0.00 

(0.03) 

Gastro  Enteritis 

15 

0.79 

Erysipelas 

3 

0.16 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

0.05 

(0.03) 

Malaria 

i 

0  05 

155 

The  Whooping  Cough  cases,  the  continuation  of  the  outbreak 
during  the  last  quarter  of  1951,  affected  the  northern  and  north 
eastern  parishes  for  the  most  part,  while  the  Measles  notifications, 
relatively  few  after  the  more  severe  outbreaks  of  the  previous 
year,  occurred  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  in  those  parishes 
which  had  escaped  the  earlier  outbreaks. 

The  two  Poliomelitis  cases  occurred  in  the  same  village  in 
early  January,  one  being  an  adult  and  the  other  aged  11  years. 
A  history  of  contact  was  established  between  the  cases. 

Under  the  heading  “  Gastro-enteritis  ”  were  two  cases  notified 
as  food  poisoning.  One  was  a  Service  case  and  the  other  a 
temporary  resident  but  as  both  cases  had  left  the  district  when 
the  notifications  were  received  and  the  diagnosis  was  not  sub¬ 
sequently  confirmed  they  were  not  accepted  as  such.  The  other 
cases  under  this  head  were  similar  to  those  investigated  with 
negative  results  in  December,  1951.  All  cases  gave  the  same 
history,  in  varying  degree,  of  a  sudden  onset  with  epigastric  pain, 
nausea  or  acute  vomiting  followed  by  diarrhoea — the  whole  last¬ 
ing  an  average  of  three  days.  It  is  unsatisfactory  to  record  that 
the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  specimens  of  stool  gave  no 
clue  to  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  though,  due  to  one  or  other 
reason,  specimens  could  not  be  obtained  for  the  laboratory  until 
about  the  fourth  day  of  the  illness. 
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Diphtheria  immunisation  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

1  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Campbell  O.B  E  ,  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  supplying  information  about  the  number  of 
children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  and  the  number  of 
vaccinations  against  Smallpox  done  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisations. 

(1  Number  under  5  years  of  age  .. .  ...  185 

(2)  Number  between  5  and  14  years  ...  57 

(3;  Booster  doses  ...  ...  ...  252 


(b)  Vaccinations  anti  Smallpox. 


Ages  in  years 

0/1 

1/4 

5/14 

15  + 

Total 

(a)  Primary 

Vaccinations 

1 

1  62  1 

7 

1 

3  | 

7 

79 

(b)  Re-vaccinations 

— 

2 

2 

13 

1  1  H 

1  1 1 

in  the  prophylaxis  against  Diphtheria,  more  children  were 
immunised  in  the  most  important  under  five  age  group  than  in 
recent  years,  but  this  number  representing  as  it  does  only  about 
60%  of  the  live  births  of  the  previous  year  was  still  appreciably 
below  the  healthy  relationship  that  should  exist  by  this  assess¬ 
ment.  Unfortunately,  the  booster  doses,  given  usually  at  school 
entrance  age  to  stimulate  a  waning  immunity,  were  fewer  than 
the  previous  year,  but  the  booster  numbers  for  that  year  were 
relatively  outstanding. 

Although  there  is  undoubtedly  room  for  improvement  in  the 
results,  it  is  difficult  to  expect  model  standards  in  a  scattered 
rural  district  such  as  this,  with  its  part  migratory  population. 
Judging  by  the  response  met  with  at  school  medical  inspection,  it 
is  rare  to  meet  the  persistent  objector,  who  more  usually  takes  the 
form  of  the  background  figure  of  an  alleged  uncompromising  male 
or  of  the  type  of  parent  whose  complacency  about  the  risk  of  the 
disease  is  unfortunately  not  shared  by  the  medical  profession. 
Probably  the  greatest  leakage  occurs  in  the  class  who,  with  good 
intentions  or  otherwise,  promise  to  have  treatment  done  by  the 
family  doctor  but  make  no  effort  to  effect  it  :  and  while  one  can 
sympathise  with  the  difficulties  of  the  busy  housewife  in  many 
such  cases  there  are  others  who  make  this  an  excuse  for  shirking 
a  decision.  It  must  not  be  thought,  however,  that  parental 
co-operation  is  grudging  or  half  hearted.  The  most  striking  and 
heartening  feature  is  the  intelligent  interest  and  spontaneous 
response  generally  found,  which  certainly  inspire  optimism  about 
the  eventual  eradication  of  this  disease,  and  others  when  a  similar 
means  of  preventing  them  will  be  made  available. 
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Tuberculosis:— New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  *952. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

R  espiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

t 

1 

1 

2 

15 

2 

1 

1 

25 

1 

1 

35 

2 

1 

1 

45 

55 

65 -f 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

6 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

SECTION  B 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  of  the  Area 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

As  in  previous  years,  full  use  was  made  of  the  free  and 
excellent  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln, 
which  examined  all  our  water  and  ice  cream  samples  totalling 
65 1  in  addition  to  83  biological  milk  tests  arranged  by  the  County 
Council  and  some  35  specimens  dealing  with  infectious  disease 
investigation.  The  remaining  samples,  consisting  of  chemical 
analyses  of  water,  were  done  by  an  analyst  on  fee  basis. 


Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres. 

The  following  welfare  centres  maintained  by  the  County 
Council  operate  within  the  district  at  the  times  stated,  in  addition 
to  the  large  Clinics  centred  in  the  adjoining  towns  of  Louth, 
Cleethorpes,  Mablethorpe,  Alford  and  Market  Rasen,  which  are 
availed  of  by  the  Parishes  in  their  immediate  proximity. 
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Centre 


Date  and  time 


Doctor  attends 


Binbrook 

North  Somercotes 

Tetney 

Holton-le-Clay 


Weekly,  Tuesdays 

2-30—4-30  p.m 

Weekly,  Friday 
10 — 12  a.m. 

2nd  and  4th.  Fridays 
2 — 4  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th.  Wednesdays 
10 — 12  a.m. 


1st  and  3rd 
Tuesdays 

1st  and  3rd 
Fridays 

2nd  Friday 

2nd  and  4th 
Wednesdays 


SECTION  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area 

Water  Supply. 

The  laying  of  water  mains  progressed  during  the  year  to 
provide  extension  supplies  to  the  following  villages  and  hamlets, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  villages,  large  and  small,  now 
serviced  to  34  with  about  2,000  properties  connected  to  the 
supplies  : — 


Tathwell  South  Thoresby 

Haugham  Aby 

Burwell  Claythorpe 

Walmsgate  Muckton 

Swaby  Ludborough 

The  Public  supplies  were,  as  usual,  checked  by  regular 
bacteriological  examination,  and  out  of  the  237  samples  taken 
from  various  points  in  the  public  supply  only  five  deviated 
from  satisfactory  standards.  Immediate  follow  up  investigation 
of  these  suggested  the  faults  being  due  to  extraneous  causes. 


Equally  constant  supervision  was  maintained  over  privately 
operated  piped  supplies  to  villages  and  estates,  with  the  chief 
obje9t  of  determining  the  attention  given  by  agents  or  owners  to 
instructions  about  the  necessary  chlorination  of  the  supplies. 
This  police  duty,  which  involved  the  taking  of  about  100  samples 
from  four  such  systems  was  found  necessary  on  account  of 
occasional  mechanical  defects  in  one  supply  and  previous  lapses 
in  carrying  out  procedure  in  another,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  record 
the  full  measure  of  co-operation  given  during  the  year.  Some  75 
samples  were  taken  from  private  household  supplies,  many  of 
which  were  requests  from  the  householders  who  are  becoming 
increasingly  anxiously  alert  about  that  garden  well  which  had 
been  so  long  taken  for  granted.  Seeing  that  more  than  half  the 
samples  taken  from  this  type  of  supply  were  polluted  in  varying 
degree,  one  can  only  surmise  how  far  this  unsuspected  source 
was  responsible  for  unexplained  family  illness  over  the  years. 
The  Sanitary  stafi  advised  the  householders  regarding  the 


practical  solution  of  problems  connected  with  unsatisfactory 

supplies. 

Eleven  samples  from  the  public  supplies  were  analysed 
chemically  with  satisfactory  results. 


Drainage  and  Sewage. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  supplied  the  following  infor 
mation  about  the  following  items  :  — 


Closets. 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  the  district  879 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  the  district  2706 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  in  the  district  2053 

Repairs  to  pail  closets  17 

Repairs  to  water  closets  63 

Number  of  conversions  to  water  carriage  system  130 

Drains. 

Examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc.  285 

Waste  pipes  disconnected,  repaired  etc.  52 

Unstopped,  repaired  etc  53 

Existing  soil  pipes  etc.,  renewed  or  repaired  17 


Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Sewer  laying  was  completed  in  the  village  of  Binbrook  and 
89  conversions  already  made  at  the  year’s  end.  Work  was  started 
in  sewering  the  village  of  Ludford,  where  the  Council  had  acquired 
from  the  Ministry  the  modern  disposal  works  sited  nearby. 
Further  sewer  constructions  were  done  at  the  Council’s  housing 
estate  at  Grimoldby  and  the  340  yards  of  sewer  laid  were  joined 
to  the  existing  main  system. 

It  had  been  gradually  apparent  that  the  increasing  load 
sewage  directed  to  the  Binbrook  disposal  works  was  in  excess  of 
the  capacity  of  the  unit  and  flow  records  verified  the  observation. 
With  a  view  to  overcoming  the  trouble,  the  Council’s  consulting 
engineer  recommended  certain  extensions  to  be  carried  out  and 
these  were  later  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval. 

Eight  samples  of  sewage  effluent  were  chemically  analysed. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

Numbers  emptied,  cleansed  etc.  140 

Abolished  16 

Following  the  earlier  decision  of  the  Council  to  purchase  a 
cesspool  emptying  vehicle,  a  “  Shelvoke  &  Drewery  ”  tanker  was 
delivered  in  mid  year.  The  number  of  cesspools  empied,  shown 
above,  indicates  the  use  made  of  the  service  which,  it  is  hoped, 
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will  prove  its  value  as  time  goes  on  in  reducing  the  widespread 
pollution  of  dykes  and  waterways  in  the  district  as  well  as 
providing  householders  with  the  means  of  maintaining  their  cess¬ 
pools  in  more  sanitary  conditions  than  was  hitherto  the  case. 
It  must  be  emphasised  that  a  provision  of  this  kind  as  a  public 
health  measure  should  not  be  assessed  in  terms  of  financial  return. 
Ideally,  it  should  be  free  like  any  other  Council  service  so  as  to 
obtain  proper  field  control,  which  in  this  case  could  better  be 
achieved  if  the  responsible  officer  had  discretionary  power  to 
employ  the  tanker  where  and  when  necessary  in  the  interest  of 
district  sanitation,  and  such  arrangement  need  not  conflict  with 
the  present  system  of  hiring  the  vehicle  to  private  applicants. 

Refuse  Collection. 

Two  additional  villages — Keddington  and  Belleau — were 
added  to  the  63  already  provided  with  a  fortnightly  collection  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  request  tor  collecting  the  refuse  from 
the  married  quarters  and  station  buildings  of  the  Royal  Air  Force 
Station.  Manby  was  being  considered. 

The  figures  given  for  the  number  of  houses  using  dustbins 
are  3562  and  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  by 
using  five  tipping  grounds  situated  at  vantage  points  in  the 
district. 

Disinfection. 

Rooms  disinfected 

(a)  Ordinary  Infectious  Disease  .  ...  20 

(b)  Tuberculosis 

Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed  ...  Nil 

Number  of  premises  disinfested  ...  ...  22 

Nuisances. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  year  : — 

a)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by 


Sanitary  Inspector 


155 


b )  Reported  to  Council  ; 


(1)  Statutory  notice  issued 

(2)  Statutory  notice  not  issued 


6 


Knackers  Yards. 

Number  licensed 


6 


Number  of  Inspections 
Defects  remedied 


13 

7 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

No.  of  Rodent  operatives  employed 
Number  of  premises  treated  : — 


1 


(a)  dwelling  houses 

(b)  Contravention  remedied 


164 

105 
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Shops  Acts,  1950, 

(a)  Number  of  shops  inspected  ...  ...  73 

(b)  Contraventions  remedied  ...  ..  5 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 


I  Inspection. 


Premises 

Number  of 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6,  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

21 

1 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority 

74 

78 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

95 

102 

Nil 

Nil 

2  Defects  found. 


Particulars 

. _ 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleaniness 

7 

7 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

3 

3 

floors 

i 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

Totals 

15 

15 

Nil 

3  Outwork. 


Nature  of  work 

O  »  4> 

No.  of  outworkers 
from  returns  submitted 

Contraventions 

Making  wearing 

apparel 

5 

Nil 

Totals 

5 

Nil 
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SECTION  D 


Housing 

Total  number  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year  89 

(1)  By  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  40 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  1 

(3)  By  Private  Licence  ...  ...  ...  16 

In  addition,  A.M.W.D.,  houses  erected  at  R.A.F.  Station, 

Man  by,  were  ...  ...  ...  32 

(I)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in¬ 

spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  106 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  236 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  Nil 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  74 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  75 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  9,  10,  and  36  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  13 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  . .  > 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

(c)  Proceedings  nnder  sections  LI  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ,  Mil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  subject  to 

undertakings  ...  ...  ..  \il 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Sections  25  and  26  ..  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 —Part  IV— Overcrowding, 

(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Mil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrow  ding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  >1 

(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after 

being  previously  relieved  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Number  of  applications  for  grants  received  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  grants  made  ...  ...  6 

(c)  Number  of  applications  for  grants  made  by 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  \ i X 

6 .  Movable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

(a)  Number  of  Site  Licences  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  individual  Licences  ...  ..  16 

(c)  Number  inspected  during  the  year  : 

(1)  Sites  ...  ...  ...  15 

(2)  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  >3 

(d)  Number  of  contraventions  remedied 

16 


Council  house  completions  made  available  another  40 
traditional  brick  buildings  to  bring  the  total  of  Council  Houses 
now  to  236  with  89  privately  built  in  the  post  war  period.  There 
was  nothing  unusual  about  the  results  of  the  general  inspection 
of,  or  repairs  carried  out  to,  properties.  It  will  be  seen  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  report  that  the  great  majorit}^  of  the  defects  found 
were  remedied  by  informal  action  and  in  13  cases — most  of 
which  were  of  long  standing— formal  notices  required  to  be 
served.  No  official  representations  were  made  under  Sections 
11  or  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  though  in  one  case  an  under¬ 
taking  was  given  voluntarily  and  two  owners  agreed  to  carry  out 
demolitions  without  recourse  to  formal  proceedings  This  form 
of  action  undoubtedly  saves  time  and  work  when  the  required 
results  are  achieved,  but  it  has  definite  limitations  as  a  form  of 
procedure  in  dealing  with  such  cases.  Though  still  not  large,  the 
application  for  grants  under  the  1949  Housing  Act  was  greater 
than  other  years.  It  was  pleasing  to  note  also  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  occupants  living  in  the  temporary  hut  dwellings 
at  Louth  Park  and  Holton-le-Clay,  which  was  reduced  by  6  and 
2  respectively.  The  total  number  living  under  such  condition  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  therefore  16 

SECTIOM  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

The  Inspectors  reported  having  paid  routine  supervisory 
visits  to  premises  used  for  the  sale  and  preparation  of  foodstuffs 
intended  for  human  consumption  and  regarded  the  co-operation 
and  progress  as  generally  satisfactory.  Many  improvements, 
some  large  scale  and  others  no  less  important  because  they  may 
seem  trivial  were  carried  out.  A  step  forward  in  providing  the 
means  of  raising  the  hygienic  conditions  resulted  from  the  pro¬ 
gressive  spread  through  the  district  of  water  mains  and,  in  more 
limited  instances,  sewerage  systems  which  allowed  the  dry  closets 
to  be  supplanted. 

It  certainly  cannot  yet  be  stated  that  the  food  premises  in 
the  district  have  reached  the  stage  of  being  satisfactory.  The 
problems  of  lack  of  space  and  amenities  in  the  smaller  country 
retail  shops  are  very  real,  but  they  must  not  excuse  the  neglect 
of  attention  to  essentials. 

These  days,  all  foodstuffs  exposed  for  sale  must  be  pro¬ 
tected  with  suitable  covers  and  ample  provisions  made  for  hand¬ 
washing  and  for  washing  and  sterilizing  the  shop  utensils.  To 
these  basic  essentials,  a  highly  desirable  addition  in  the  larger 
modern  stores  is  refrigerated  storage  accommodation.  Here  and 
there  in  the  district  properly  {equipped  shops  are  found,  which 
invariably  means  that  they  conform  satisfactorily  in  other 
respects  because  the  standard  of  equipment  necessarily  governs 
the  degree  of  observance  of  hygienic  principles.  The  discrimin- 
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ating  customer  as  much  as  the  sanitary  inspector  has  put  an  end 
to  the  type  of  shop  where  the  domestic  cat,  the  stray  dog  and 
the  cloud  of  flies  lived  in  very  intimate  relationship  with  the 
disp^ed  food,  but  between  this  horror  and  the  model  type  of 
shop  there  are  in  the  district  far  too  many  intermediates  from 
which  improvement  must  be  no  longer  delayed. 

The  following  gives  details  about  the  various  premises  con¬ 
cerned  with  food  production  and  sale. 

Bakehouses, 

Number  of  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  inspections  reported  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  contraventions  ...  ...  35 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  12 

During  the  year  one  bakehouse  ceased  production  and 
another,  where  disciplinary  action  was  threatened,  also  stopped 
trading. 

Among  the  improvements  reported,  one  bakehouse  had  new 
drainage  and  facilities  for  hand  washing  installed,  and  another 
was  provided  with  means  for  sterilizing  equipment.  General 
attention  was  given  to  fiy-proofing,  providing  covered  bins  and 
all  matters  affecting  repairs  and  cleanliness  of  buildings. 

Butchers’  Shops, 

There  are  eleven  of  these  in  the  district,  some  of  which  have 
make  up  rooms  for  sausage,  meat-pie  and  such  manufacture. 
All  are  reported  to  be  fitted  with  refrigerated  storage  and  eight 
have  a  supply  of  mains  water  available  on  the  premises. 

Three  contraventions  were  reported  which  were  suitably 
remedied. 

Fish  Friers. 

The  nine  premises  engaged  in  this  business  were  not  the 
subject  of  any  serious  criticism.  The  fact  reported  that  they 
dealt  with  fish  already  filleted  minimised  the  sanitary  risks  and 
confined  attention  to  the  preparation  methods  of  potatoes  and 
batter.  Co-operation  was  favourable. 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  etc. 

There  are  only  four  of  these  in  the  district,  of  which  three 
function  at  non-regular  intervals.  The  one  in  use  from  day  to 
day  is  a  temporary  wooden  structure  but  the  inspectors  are 
satisfied  about  the  attention  to  hygiene  and  the  general  conduct 
of  the  business. 

Food  Shops. 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  Contraventions  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  7 
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There  are  84  shops  retailing  foodstuffs,  excluding  butchers’ 
premises,  and  all  except  one  are  family  businesses  forming  part 
of  the  residences  Some  fifty  of  these  are  very  small  village 
shops  which,  in  the  main,  retail  goods  already  in  packets,  but 
the  attention  given  to  the  covering,  of  exposed  articles  like  cheese, 
bacon  and  fruits,  meat  pies,  buns  etc.,  requires  improvement. 

During  the  year,  three  shops  of  this  kind  had  hot  and  cold 
water  installed,  and  six  others  connected  to  the  water  mains  as 
a  prelude  to  the  shop  extension— we  hope.  One  type  of  improve¬ 
ment  which  was  particularly  welcomed  was  the  installation  in  a 
village  store  of  a  refrigerated  display  cabinet  for  the  storage  of 
cooked  meat  Further  improvements  and  additions  were  carried 
out  to  make  this  shop  a  credit  to  its  owner. 

Ice  Cream. 

The  number  of  producer  licences  remained  at  7,  same  as  the 
previous  year  but  17,  additional  premises  were  registered  for  sale 
only  to  bring  the  number  to  the  relatively  formidable  total  of  56. 
Of  the  manufacturers  in  the  district,  one  ceased  business  during 
the  year  and  two  only  of  the  remainder  maintained  a  regular 
supply.  Four  of  the  number  either  catered  for  a  seasonal  trade 
or  retailed  as  well  ice  cream  produced  elsewhere. 

The  retail  sh  >p  risk  is  largely  eliminated  by  the  sale  of  the 
prepacked  product  supplied  by  reputable  firms.  In  granting 
licences,  this  idea  has  in  recent  years  been  encouraged  to  the 
point  of  insistence  but  the  chief  sanitary  inspector  pointed  out 
an  unsatisfactory  development  found  in  some  instances  where 
the  large  prepacked  block  was  cut  up  and  retailed  in  small 
portions,  which  demanded  strict  control  measures.  The  intro¬ 
duction  of  this  complication  to  the  retail  shop  trade  creates  far 
too  great  a  risk  to  allow  continue  as  also  does  the  careless  and 
unnecessary  handling  of  the  contents  of  the  conservor. 

The  result  of  the  sample  examinations  taken  are  as  follows 


Grades 


i 

2 

3 

(1)  Produced  in  District 

11 

2 

— 

(2)  Produced  ex  District 

95 

76 

33 

Totals 

106 

78 

33 

The  single  blotch  in  the  local  production  could  be  conven¬ 
iently  overlooked  because  of  the  consistently  excellent  reputation 
the  producer  in  question  had  previously  enjoyed  The  inspectors 
were  more  than  satisfied  about  the  co-operation  and  attention  to 
instructions  given  by  the  local  producers  whom  they  rated  first  by 
such  estimate  among  the  purveyors  of  food  in  the  district. 

The  retail  of  outside  production  showed  that  83%  of  the 
samples  were  in  grades  1  and  2  which  conformed  to  the  accepted 
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standards.  No  trouble  or  lack  of  co-operation  was  found  from  the 
supplying  firms  of  outside  areas,  who  in  every  case  showed  obvious 
interest  in  the  results  of  the  samples  of  their  product  by  investi¬ 
gating  inferior  results  reported  to  them. 


Milk. 

Number  of  producers  in  district  ...  .  332 

Number  of  producer-retailers  in  district  52 

Number  of  distributors  ...  30 


During  the  year  the  secretary  of  the  County  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  very  kindly  agreed  to  furnish  me  with  a  list 
of  all  producers  in  the  district  and  to  notify  subsequent  changes 
as  they  arose.  The  total  of  332  included  31  T  T.  and  10  Accredited 
producers  with  291  non-designated  Of  the  total,  51  were  regis¬ 
tered  by  our  Council  as  retailers,  and  of  these  3  sold  T.T.  and  3 
Accredited  milk  and  45  non-designated. 

Distributors  referred  mainly  to  the  suppliers  of  bottled  milk 
sold  from  shops.  The  register  of  distributors  showed  the  number 


selling  the  following  types  of  milk  :  — 

Sterilised  only  ...  15 

Sterilised  and  Pasteurised  ...  7 

Sterilised,  Pasteurised  and  T.T.  (raw)  4 

Pasteurised  and  T  T.  ...  2 

Raw  Milk  ...  2 


The  only  milk  samples  taken  were  83  from  the  producer-re¬ 
tailer  herds  concerned  with  biological  tests  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  and  shigella  abortus.  Only  one  bulk  sample  was  found 
positive  for  tubercle,  following  which  the  divisional  veterinary 
inspector  visited  the  farm  and  located  the  diseased  animal  which 
was  slaughtered  and  found  to  be  extensively  infected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  by  post  mortem  examination  Suitable  action  was  taken 
about  the  sale  of  milk  during  the  period  of  investigation.  Three 
samples  were  found  positive  for  Brucella  abortus  and  as  the  result 
two  retailers  agreed  to  discontinue  their  small  retail  trade 
and  send  all  the  supply  for  heat  treatment.  The  remaining 
retailer  agreed  to  my  notifying  his  customers  to  boil  the  milk 
before  use 

I  should  like  to  have  included  results  of  raw  milk  samples 
examined  to  ascertain  the  hygienic  standard,  but  unfortunately 
we  did  not  arrange  for  any  being  taken.  It  is  true  the  amount 
of  raw  milk  retailed  is  now  relatively  insignificant  but  it  would 
be  well  to  know  the  standard  of  hygiene  obtaining,  particularly 
as  this  should  involve  little  extra  work  when  sampling  for  other 
reasons  is  being  done.  Strangely  enough,  those  producing  and 
retailing  non  designated  milk  are  not  sampled  by  other  supervising 
milk  bodies. 
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